
 St. Joseph School 
 370 Main Street, Danbury, CT 06810 
 www.sjsdanbury.org  (203) 748-6615 

 June 2024 

 Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to St. Joseph School Kindergarten!  It is truly an exciting time, as the children 
 embark upon new adventures in the world of formal learning.  This is a year of important 
 transitions, and we are here to guide your child through it, building on small successes.  It 
 is our goal to foster a love for learning by enhancing your child’s interests, understandings, 
 thoughts, and experiences in a safe and creative environment-it’s going to be a great year! 

 For the upcoming 2024-2025 academic year, Kindergarten enrollment is above capacity 
 again.  Therefore, a second Kindergarten class will be offered.  The Kindergarten class 
 assignments will be announced in late August.  Please note, requests for a certain 
 teacher/class, or requests to switch to another teacher/class cannot be guaranteed. 

 There is no summer work required for Kindergarten students.  There is a Kindergarten 
 Summer Packet on the SJS website with suggested learning activities for your child to do 
 over the summer.  The packet also includes a suggested book list. 

 There is a supply list for Kindergarten students on the SJS website as well.  Please bring 
 these items with you to the Kindergarten Parent Orientation. 

 Our Kindergarten Parent Orientation is scheduled for Monday, August 26, 2024 at 6:30pm 
 in the St. Joseph School Gym.  We look forward to meeting you and we look forward to the 
 year ahead. 

 Thank you for entrusting your very special child to us. 

 Please feel free to contact us with any questions you may have.  You can reach us at 
 aguiry@sjsdanbury.org  or  eburns@sjsdanbury.org  . 

 Have a safe and relaxing summer! 

 Anne Guiry & Emily Burns, SJS Kindergarten Teachers 

http://www.sjsdanbury.org/
mailto:aguiry@sjsdanbury.org
mailto:eburns@sjsdanbury.org


 Kindergarten Summer Packet 

 Learning Activities for the Summer Months 

 For children transitioning into Kindergarten* (suggested activities/books for fun, not 
 required)  *You may choose to do ONE activity over the summer or ALL activities! These 
 activities are optional. Do not do too many in one day – keep it light and fun! 

 Literacy 

 ~  Make a writing kit  for your child to practice writing:  pencils colored pencils thin 
 markers plain white paper colored copy paper envelopes tape dry erase board Magna 
 Doodle notepads stapler (for making books) index cards 

 ~  Shaving cream  – put a small amount of shaving cream  on the table or on a tray. 

 Spread it out and draw letters and numbers in the shaving cream with your finger. You may 
 want to use a smock, but if it gets on clothes, it fades away after a few minutes. When it 
 is time to clean up, rub the shaving cream until it disappears, then wash the table or tray. 

 ~  Pipe Cleaner letters  – use pipe cleaners (chenille  stems) to form letters by bending 
 them. 

 ~Letter Memory Game  – place 2-4 letter magnets (or  cards with the letters written on 
 them) on a tray. Cover them up with a cloth and take one away. Uncover the tray and ask 
 your child which one is missing. You can also have your child write the letter on a piece of 
 paper or dry erase board. 

 ~  Name  – write your child’s name on a piece of construction  paper in large letters. 

 Glue on yarn, beans, or glitter. ALWAYS use an uppercase letter for the first letter of a 
 name, but write the rest in lowercase letters. 

 ~Letter Sound Basket  – give your child a basket and  ask him/her to collect objects from 
 around the house that begin with a particular letter. 

 ~  Mystery Sound Bag  – Place 3 or 4 objects that begin  with a particular letter in a bag. 
 For example: bowl, ball, block, book for the letter “B”. Have your child pull the items out 
 one at a time and identify the beginning letter. 



 ~  Erase the Rhyme  – draw a picture on a dry erase board and ask your child to erase things 
 that rhyme. For example, draw a picture of a house and a bat. Ask your child to erase what 
 rhymes with mouse. 

 Math 

 ~  Candy Math –  have your child use colored candy, such  as Gummi candy, M&Ms, Skittles, 
 Runts, jellybeans, etc. Use them for sorting, counting, and/or patterning activities. 

 ~  Block Math  – use a numbered game die or spinner and  some blocks. Take turns rolling the 
 die and taking the correct number of blocks from the pile. Build a tower with the blocks. 
 After all the blocks are gone, compare the towers to see whose is the tallest. 

 ~  Number Basketball  – write numbers on pieces of paper  and place them on the floor. Place 
 a trash can nearby. Call out a number for your child to find, crumble up, and toss into the 
 trash can. 

 ~  Money Toss  – toss five pennies onto the table or  floor. Count how many heads and tails. 

 ~  Counting Books  – make counting books with stickers.  Choose stickers that will appeal to 
 your child (Barbie, cars, horses, etc.). staple pieces of paper together and label each page 
 with a number. Have your child stick the correct number of stickers on each page of the 
 book. You could make the “Barbie Counting Book”, etc. 

 ~  Path Games  – path games (for example, Chutes &amp;  Ladders) are great for counting 
 practice because a child rolls the dice or spins a spinner and counts how many spaces to 
 move. You can buy them or make your own path games with stickers. 

 ~  Card Games  – you can use playing cards in several  ways: Have your child match two of the 
 same numbers. Have your child put the numbers in sequential orderPlay war [two players 
 take the top card from their own pile, compare them, and the player with the highest 
 number wins that round and collect both cards] 

 Science 

 ~  Make a Science Kit:  Prism Seashells Rock Collection,  Kaleidoscopes Magnets Magnifying 
 Glass, Bug Box/Critter Cage Binoculars Journal (draw pics of observations) 

 ~  Nature Walk  – go on a nature walk in your neighborhood  or in the woods. Collect small 
 sticks, rocks, leaves, wildflowers. You can use them later to make a nature lage or look at 
 them through a magnifying glass. 



 ~  Pond Nature Trip  – give your child a ‘pond study kit’: magnifying glass, clear cup (for a 
 water sample), plastic bags (for plant and dirt samples), craft sticks, plastic spoons, etc. 
 Take a trip to a pond and let your child explore. Take a bag of breadcrumbs for the ducks. 

 ~  Magnets  – let your child experiment with various  objects and classify them as magnetic 
 or non-magnetic. You can use a paperclip, screw, penny, pen cap, cork, crayon, etc. 

 ~  Chemical Reaction  – let your child experiment with  baking soda and vinegar to make a 
 chemical reaction. Put baking soda in a paper cup and vinegar in another cup. Add amounts 
 of one ingredient to the other and watch what happens. 

 ~  More Chemistry  – you can also set out several ingredients  and let your child experiment 
 with different textures (and reactions) the ingredients make. For solids, you can have cups 
 of flour, baking soda, salt, sand, corn meal. For liquids, you can set out cups of water, oil, 
 liquid soap, bubble bath. Add drops of food  ¶ 

 coloring for added fun. 

 ~  Simple Machines  : Ramps – provide your child with  blocks and small boards or 

 cardboard to make ramps. Children can experiment by rolling or sliding different 

 objects down the ramps: blocks, boxes, cars, marbles, droplets of water, rocks. 

 Fine Motor Skills 

 ~Scissors &amp; Play-dough – let your child use scissors to cut Play-dough. This helps 

 build fine motor strength and helps them learn to use scissors. 

 ~Magazine Collage – have your child cut pictures from magazines and glue them 

 onto a piece of construction paper. You can have your child cut out certain things, 

 such as ‘things that begin with the letter A’ or ‘RED things’, or ‘ocean animals’, etc. 

 you can also make books by stapling construction paper together and gluing each 

 picture on a page. 

 ~Play-dough Bakery – use bowls, spoons, cookie cutters, cookie sheets, rolling pins, 



 plates, cups, mini pie pans, muffin tins, and other things with Play-dough. 

 ~More – Legos, Puzzles, Light Bright 

 Art 

 ~  Make an Art Kit  : 

 Colored construction paper plain white paper crayons, Markers scissors glue/glue sticks, 
 Colored chalk oil pastels watercolor paints, Tempera or poster paint tape popsicle sticks 
 collage materials (pasta, beans, craft foam, cotton, buttons, etc) 

 Suggested Booklist 

 Mo Willems: Pigeon books, Knuffle Bunny books 

 Eric Litwin: Pete the Cat books 

 Jan Brett: The Hat, Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Hedgie’s Surprise, 

 The Umbrella 

 Don Freeman: Corduroy 

 Eric Carle: The Very Clumsy Click Beetle, Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, 

 too? 

 A House for Hermit Crab, Mister Seahorse 

 David Shannon: David books 

 Tomie de Paola: Bill and Pete books 

 Jan Thomas: The Doghouse, Rhyming Dust Bunnies 

 Mercer Mayer: Little Critter books, There’s an Alligator Under My Bed 

 Jez Alborough: It’s the Bear, Duck in the Truck, Captain Duck, Cuddly Duddly 



 Suggested Websites 

 www.starfall.com 

 www.literacycenter.net 

 www.janbrett.com 

 www.prekinders.com 

 If you’d like some more fun activities to do with your up-and-coming kindergartener over 
 the summer, I have some fun suggestions. Here are some ideas for ways to help prepare 
 your child for the school year, while still letting him/her enjoy the summer: 

 Go on a listening walk with your child. What does he hear? 

 Ask your child to find five rocks. Have her touch each one as she counts them. How do 
 they feel? Are they different colors? Which one’s biggest? 

 Show your child how to draw a star. Let him practice drawing as many as possible. Find a 
 book about summer and read it to your child. Ask questions such as “who”, “what”,“when”, 
 “where”, and “how.” 

 ●  Count the number of windows in your home together. 
 ●  Let your child help wash the car. 
 ●  Help your child think of words that rhyme with cat, dog, or dad. 
 ●  Challenge your child to hop on one foot three times. Alternate feet. 
 ●  Encourage your child to write on the sidewalk or driveway with chalk. 
 ●  Have your child count all the buttons on her clothes. 
 ●  Create something with play-doh. 
 ●  Sing “Old MacDonald Had a Farm” with your child. 
 ●  Go on a color hunt– find objects that are red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and 

 purple. 
 ●  Ask your child to act out a nursery rhyme after reading it together from a book. 
 ●  Take your child to the public library and let him choose a book. Talk about where 

 the front of the book is, where the title is, and where to find the author’s name. 
 ●  Let your child cut up old magazines and make collages. 



 ●  Have your child draw a picture of something she likes to do in the summertime. 
 Encourage 

 ●  her to describe/explain it. 
 ●  See if your child can find an insect. Examine it closely together. What do you see? 
 ●  Draw three different shapes on a paper and ask your child to cut them out. 
 ●  Have a “puzzle day.” Encourage your child to work to complete a puzzle 

 independently. 
 ●  Challenge your child to count how many steps it takes to walk across the living room 

 or 
 ●  yard. 
 ●  Have your child tell you a story. As they tell it, write it down, then read it to them 

 after. 
 ●  Have your child put ice cubes in the hot sun. What happens? 
 ●  Ask your child to help you write the grocery list. Let him draw pictures or help 

 write some 
 ●  letters. Describe the items you’re adding. What color are they? Are they sweet? Is 

 it 
 ●  crunchy? Does it feel cold? 
 ●  Go on a nature hike together. 
 ●  Relax in the shade with your child and read a book together. Help him to retell the 

 story 
 ●  when you finish. 
 ●  Cut up several drinking straws and let your child string them. 
 ●  Play hopscotch together. Ask your child to pretend to be a caterpillar. See if she 

 can tell you four foods she would eat. 
 ●  Have your child draw a picture of something he would like to do in kindergarten. 

 Talk about all the fun opportunities they will have in the upcoming year! 



 SJS Kindergarten Supply List 2024 - 2025 

 All supplies should be brought to school on Monday, August 26, 2024 @ 6:30PM. 
 Please label all items with your child’s name. 

 Crayola Crayons  - (2) 16 Pack  [Amazon.com: Crayola  Classic Color Pack Crayons 16 ea 
 (Pack of 2) : Toys & Games (please do not get boxes with more or less than 16) 

 Please bring only Crayola Crayons and Markers. 

 Crayola markers  - 10 pack [Amazon.com: Crayola Broad  Line Markers, Classic Colors 10 
 Each, 10 Count (Pack of 1) : Toys & Games ]; (please do not get boxes with more or less 
 than 10; please get Crayola brand, broad line & washable only) 

 Expo fine tip, black dry erase markers  - 4 pack [Amazon.com:  EXPO Low Odor Dry 
 Erase Markers, Fine Tip, Black, 4 Count : Office Products]; do not get more or less than 4 
 markers; please get Expo brand only 

 Elmer's glue sticks, purple  , 6 grams - 12, 1 package  of 12 [ Amazon.com: Elmer's 
 Disappearing Purple School Glue Sticks, Washable, 6 Grams, 12 Count: School Supplies : 
 Arts, Crafts & Sewing]; please get Elmer's brand, the kind asked for in the amazon link 
 above (small, purple, washable) 

 Tissues  - 2 cube boxes, 2 rectangular boxes 

 Clorox wipes  - 2 large containers [1 lb. 3.6 oz each] 

 Baby wipes  - 1 package 

 Snack size Ziplock bags  - 1 box 

 Kindergarten Classroom amazon wish list links 

 Mrs. Guiry's class: 

 https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3T5E7H9LV68Q3?ref_=wl_share 

 Miss Burns' class: 

 https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2LW1KIIO4JXHA?ref=wl share 


